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1-5, 10-12, 16-21 



Document 1 : JP, 2001 -63 1 70, A (Canon Inc ), March 13, 2001 (03.13.01) 

. Document 2: JP, 4-26730, U (Seikosha Co., Ltd.), March 3, 1992 (03 .03.92) 

. Document 3: JP, 2002-12741 1, A (Ricoh Company, Ltd.), May 8, 2002 (05 08.02) 

• Document 4: JP, 2003-34040 (Seiko Epson Corporation), February 4, 2003 (02.04.03) 

> Document 5: JP, 2002-200773, A (Canon Inc.), July 16, 2002 (07.16.02) 

Claims 1-5, 10-12, 16, 20 and 21 

The inventions of claims 1-5, 10-12, 16, 20 and 21 do not appear to involve an 
inventive step based on documents 1 and 2. Using as a configuration of an ink chamber 
tauuht in document 1, the configuration of a bubble trap chamber taught in document 2 
would be easy for a party skilled in the art. Also, on which surface of the ink chamber taught 
in document 'l a porous film taught in document 2 is to be provided is a mere matter of 
design variation that could be carried out as appropriate by a party skilled in the art. Further, 
sharing film is a mere matter of design variation that could be conceived of as appropriate by 
a party skilled in the art. 

Claims 6-9 and 13-15 

All of documents 1 through 5 indicate the general state of the art. 

Claims 17 and 18 

The inventions of claims 17 and 18 do not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on documents 1 through 3. As the porous film taught in document 2, using a polyimide 
taught in document 3 would be easy for a party skilled in the art. 
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Claim 19 

The invention of claim 19 does not appear to involve an inventive step based oi 
documents 1 through 4. In the ink chamber taught in document 1, providing a valve 
mechanism taught in document 4 would be easy for a party skilled in the art. 



